
1471

Week Ending Friday, July 30, 1999

Statement on Signing the National
Missile Defense Act of 1999
July 22, 1999

I have signed into law H.R. 4, the ‘‘Na-
tional Missile Defense Act of 1999.’’ My Ad-
ministration is committed to addressing the
growing danger that rogue nations may de-
velop and field long-range missiles capable
of delivering weapons of mass destruction
against the United States and our allies.

Section 2 of this Act states that it is the
policy of the United States to deploy as soon
as technologically possible an effective Na-
tional Missile Defense (NMD) system with
funding subject to the annual authorization
of appropriations and the annual appropria-
tion of funds for NMD. By specifying that
any NMD deployment must be subject to
the authorization and appropriations process,
the legislation makes clear that no decision
on deployment has been made. This inter-
pretation, which is confirmed by the legisla-
tive record taken as a whole, is also required
to avoid any possible impairment of my con-
stitutional authorities.

Section 3 of the Act states that it is the
policy of the United States to seek continued
negotiated reductions in Russian nuclear
forces. Thus, section 3 puts the Congress on
record as continuing to support negotiated
reductions in strategic nuclear arms, re-
affirming my Administration’s position that
our missile defense policy must take into ac-
count our arms control and nuclear non-
proliferation objectives.

Next year, we will, for the first time, deter-
mine whether to deploy a limited National
Missile Defense, when we review the results
of flight tests and other developmental ef-
forts, consider cost estimates, and evaluate
the threat. Any NMD system we deploy must
be operationally effective, cost-effective, and
enhance our security. In making our deter-
mination, we will also review progress in
achieving our arms control objectives, includ-

ing negotiating any amendments to the ABM
Treaty that may be required to accommodate
a possible NMD deployment.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 22, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 4, approved July 22, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–38. This statement was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on July
23. This item was not received in time for publica-
tion in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7210—Imposition of
Restraints on Imports of Certain
Steel Products From the Russian
Federation
July 22, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Article XI of the June 1, 1990, Agree-

ment between the United States of America
and the Russian Federation on Trade Rela-
tions (‘‘the 1990 Agreement’’), which was en-
tered into pursuant to title IV of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended (‘‘the Trade Act’’),
provides that the Parties will consult with a
view toward finding means of preventing
market disruption, and authorizes the Parties
to take action, including the imposition of im-
port restrictions, to achieve this goal.

2. The Government of the United States
and the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion (‘‘Russia’’) have mutually agreed that the
conditions of Article XI of the 1990 Agree-
ment have been met with respect to U.S. im-
ports of certain steel products from Russia
described in the Annex to this proclamation.
Further, the Governments have concluded
an Agreement Concerning Trade in Certain
Steel Products from the Russian Federation
(‘‘the 1999 Agreement’’) on remedial and
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preventative measures to address market
conditions with respect to such products.

3. Section 125(c) of the Trade Act (19
U.S.C. 2135(c)) provides that whenever the
United States, acting in pursuance of any of
its rights or obligations under any trade
agreement entered into pursuant to the
Trade Act, withdraws, suspends, or modifies
any obligation with respect to the trade of
any foreign country or instrumentality, the
President is authorized to proclaim increased
duties or other import restrictions, to the ex-
tent, at such times, and for such periods as
he deems necessary or appropriate, in order
to exercise the rights or fulfill the obligations
of the United States.

4. In pursuance of its rights under the 1990
Agreement, the United States Government
is withdrawing, suspending, or modifying its
obligations under Article I of the 1990 Agree-
ment with respect to the certain steel prod-
ucts described in the Annex to this proclama-
tion by establishing import restrictions to ad-
dress market conditions with respect to these
products.

5. I have determined that, effective imme-
diately and continuing so long as the 1999
Agreement remains in effect, it is appropriate
to proclaim import restrictions as set forth
in the Annex to this proclamation in order
to exercise the rights and fulfill the obliga-
tions of the United States under the 1990
Agreement.

6. Section 125(f) of the Trade Act (19
U.S.C. 2135(f)) requires the President to
provide an opportunity for interested parties
to present views at a public hearing prior to
taking action pursuant to section 125 (b), (c),
or (d) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2135 (b),
(c), or (d)). Interested parties presented their
views at a hearing held on March 2, 1999.

7. Section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, authorizes the President to delegate
his authority to the head of any department
or agency in the executive branch to perform
without approval, ratification, or other action
by the President any function that is vested
in the President by law.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section

125(c) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2135(c))
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, do proclaim that:

(1) Pursuant to U.S. rights under the 1990
Agreement and to implement and enforce
the 1999 Agreement, imports of certain steel
products from Russia are restricted as pro-
vided in the Annex to this proclamation.

(2) The Secretary of Commerce (‘‘the Sec-
retary’’) is authorized to exercise my author-
ity to administer the import restrictions on
certain steel products consistent with the
1999 Agreement as proclaimed herein. The
Secretary shall provide instructions and any
necessary interpretive guidance to the Com-
missioner, U.S. Customs Service, concerning
the import restrictions set forth in this proc-
lamation.

(3) Such restrictions shall be effective with
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
the date set forth in the Annex and shall re-
main in effect during the period of the 1999
Agreement.

(4) All provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of July, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:20 p.m., July 26, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 23, and it was
published in the Federal Register on July 27. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Statement on the Death of King
Hassan II of Morocco
July 23, 1999

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn that His Majesty King Hassan II of Mo-
rocco has passed away. The prayers of all
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Americans go out to the royal family and the
people of Morocco.

Over his 38-year reign, King Hassan II
demonstrated time and again his leadership,
his courage, and his willingness to embrace
change. He worked tirelessly to promote the
welfare of his people, and in recent years he
took important steps to deepen freedom in
his country.

He offered wise counsel to every U.S.
President since John F. Kennedy. He worked
to break down barriers among the peoples
of the Middle East, bravely opening a dialog
with Israel, helping to arrange President
Sadat’s historic journey to Jerusalem, seeking
greater tolerance and stability across the re-
gion.

Hillary had the honor of being his guest
just a few months ago. We will never forget
his extraordinary hospitality, nor the many
times he stood shoulder to shoulder with the
United States.

King Sidi Mohammed and the Moroccan
people can continue to count on the support
of the United States. To King Sidi
Mohammed, to the rest of the royal family,
and to the people of Morocco, Hillary and
I send our heartfelt condolences.

The Middle East has lost one of its greatest
peacemakers. In his honor, we must rededi-
cate ourselves to fulfilling his vision: a just
and lasting peace for all the Middle East’s
children.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7211—Parents’ Day,
1999
July 23, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Parents are the foundation of the family

and a cornerstone of community life in
America. They instill the values, attitudes,
and guidance children need to become
strong individuals and caring citizens; we
turn to our parents for the unconditional love
and encouragement we need to make the
most of our lives and to contribute to the

life of our Nation. On Parents’ Day, we pay
tribute to the millions of parents whose care
has nurtured us, whose vigilance has pro-
tected us, and whose selfless devotion has
blessed our lives.

The challenges of parenthood have
changed as our society has changed. In many
American families, both parents work outside
the home and struggle to balance the com-
peting demands of job, home, and family. In
others, a single parent bears these respon-
sibilities.

My Administration continues to support
parents through initiatives such as the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program and Head
Start and by advocating child care, adoption,
and child welfare expansion. We have
worked hard to help parents support their
families financially by creating new jobs, rais-
ing the minimum wage, expanding the
Earned Income Tax Credit, preserving the
national guarantee of health care for poor
children, and increasing child support collec-
tions to record heights. We have helped par-
ents balance work and family by enacting the
Family and Medical Leave Act and releasing
funds for after-school grants so that parents
do not have to choose between keeping their
jobs and ensuring that their children receive
quality care and supervision.

Though helping parents do their job has
always been a top priority of my Administra-
tion, we recognize that government programs
alone cannot solve all the problems that fami-
lies face today. For example, I am heartened
by the passionate commitment of parents
across America in response to our call for
a national campaign to prevent youth vio-
lence. This campaign will ask all sectors of
society to focus on this crucial issue, to dis-
cover what measures work, and to share that
knowledge with other families in commu-
nities across our country.

There is no single cause or solution to end-
ing the violence that has cut short too many
young lives. But, by working together, we can
change the values of our culture and influ-
ence the marketing strategies of media indus-
tries so that our children are not continually
exposed to violent or other inappropriate ma-
terials in the games they play, the programs
and movies they watch, or the music they
hear. We also must continue our efforts to
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ensure that our young people do not gain
unauthorized access to guns. Parents play a
crucial role in all of these endeavors by re-
maining involved in the lives of their sons
and daughters.

The First Lady and I have issued a chal-
lenge to our Nation to celebrate the coming
of the new millennium by honoring the past
and imagining the future. As we prepare to
enter the 21st century, let us remember that,
just as parents remain a treasured link to our
past, they also influence the future by raising
their children to become the responsible citi-
zens of tomorrow. On this day and through-
out the year, let us honor the millions of de-
voted mothers and fathers who have fulfilled
this solemn responsibility with extraordinary
compassion, generosity, and love.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States and consistent with Public Law 103–
362, do hereby proclaim Sunday, July 25,
1999, as Parents’ Day. I invite the States,
communities, and the people of the United
States to join together in observing this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities to
honor our Nation’s parents.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 27, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 28. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in Cincinnati,
Ohio
July 23, 1999

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-
men, first, let me say that I think in the spirit
of candor, I should tell you that the real rea-

son that the air-conditioning is not on tonight
is that it’s part of my continuing effort to
convince the American people that Al Gore
is right about global warming. [Laughter]
And I hope you will join us now in this cru-
sade.

When Stan gave me this purple shirt, I
thought instead of saying, ‘‘no one more
regal,’’ I thought he was going to say, ‘‘I’m
going to give him this purple shirt is because
no one is more wounded than him.’’ [Laugh-
ter]

Joe Andrew, every time he says that line
about we’re going to win everything from
President to dog catcher, as if that’s a wide
gulf, I said, plenty of times in the last few
years, I thought that was a very short dis-
tance, those two positions. [Laughter]

I’d like to begin, if I might, by saying a
few thank-yous. I want to thank Stan and his
whole family, and I want to thank Dick and
his wonderful family. And to Jim, I want to
thank you and all the people that are associ-
ated with you and have been there for me
and for my party for all these years. I’m grate-
ful to the people of Ohio who have voted
for me and for Al Gore twice, under what
would normally seem to be adverse political
conditions, when the Republicans were doing
pretty well here statewide, and conventional
wisdom would have it that we wouldn’t do
so well.

I want to thank Joe Andrew for agreeing
to leave the security of his home in Indiana
and take on the challenge of the Democratic
Party. And David Leland, who in ’96, had
what I thought was the cleverest idea. He
had a $96 fundraiser for the Democrats, and
as I remember, he had 4,000 people there,
which was a pretty impressive turnout, and
I knew we were going to carry Ohio again.

I want to thank Jody Richards, my long-
time friend, who was the Speaker of the
House in Kentucky. We were working on
education together back when I was a young
Governor with no gray hair and no reason-
able prospects of this happy occasion. And
I want to say a special word of thanks to Tony
Hall, who is not only one of the finest Con-
gressmen but one of the finest human beings
I have ever known in my life, and Ohio can
be very, very proud of him. And I thank you,
sir, for all you’ve done and all you have been
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and the way you have been there for me as
a friend as well as an ally.

And I want to thank my friend Bill Daley
for serving in the Cabinet, being a brilliant
Secretary of Commerce, a great political
leader, and I think that even though I have
to retire in a year and a half, you haven’t
heard the last of him.

As you know, this has been a highly emo-
tional week for me and for Hillary and for
Chelsea. We are friends of Senator Kennedy
and his family. We knew and had the greatest
respect for John Kennedy. I had a wonderful,
long evening with John and Carolyn. We
thought the world of Jackie Kennedy. And
we’re Americans, so we went through this
last week experiencing it both in a personal
way and experiencing it just in the same way
every other citizen did. So I’m not going to
give you a whoop-dee-doo tonight; I’m going
to ask you to think about why you’re here
and what you will say tomorrow if someone
asks you why you came.

When Senator Kennedy—and I was just
told at the table tonight that the eulogy for
his nephew is now available on the Internet.
It may be printed in full in your paper tomor-
row. Somehow, you ought to get the whole
thing and read it.

The last sentence in the eulogy was this:
‘‘Like his father, he had every gift but length
of life.’’ I say that not to be morbid or even
sad, because it was actually quite a wonderful
service, but to remind us all that life is fleet-
ing and fragile; things we don’t deserve hap-
pen to us, both good things and bad things,
and our only obligation can be to get up every
day and try to be children of God and do
the best we can with the life we have.

I believe that the work that we have been
engaged in, the political work of the country,
is good work. I believe most people who do
it in both parties are good people, and per-
sonally compassionate, by the way. I believe
that. I despair that so much of the politics
of the last few years has been about, you
know, personal attacks, because it diverts the
attention of the public from the life we share
in common and the obligations we have to
each other and to our children and to our
country.

And today I left that church, that beautiful
old church, thinking that all of us, including

me, ought to do more every day to remember
that life is fleeting and fragile, but a great
gift; with all of its troubles and tears, it’s a
great gift.

And so when I think about what I’d like
to say to you, it is this, that in 1992 when
I ran for President—and early on in the race
I saw John Kennedy, Jr., and his mother at
events for me when I didn’t know them, real-
ly, and I was running fifth in the New Hamp-
shire primary—I did it because I felt the
country needed to change direction. And I
offered some ideas to the American people
based on the premise that we ought to be
trying to create a country in the new century
where every responsible citizen has the op-
portunity to live out his or her dreams, and
where we’re coming closer together as an
American community even as we grow more
diverse in our racial and ethnic and religious
characteristics, and where we do more to be
the world’s leading force for peace and free-
dom and prosperity. Now, I am very grateful
that those ideas, when put into action, turned
out to have pretty good results.

You know what has happened in the econ-
omy. We also have a 30-year low in welfare
and a 26-year low in the crime rate. A lot
of our social problems, our evading teen
pregnancy and drug use, are down. Our test
scores are beginning to rise after years and
years and years in our schools; last year in
the 4th, 8th, and 12th grade they were all
up in both reading and math for the first time
in a long time. Ninety percent of our children
immunized against childhood diseases for the
first time in the history of our country. The
air and the water is cleaner; the food is safer.
We’ve set aside more land from the Florida
Everglades to the California redwoods than
any administration except those of Franklin
and Theodore Roosevelt. And I am very, very
grateful to have had the chance to serve.

I would like to say, because now that we’re
in a political season, many of those who spent
the last 61⁄2 years telling the American people
I had no business being President now say,
‘‘Oh, well, Clinton’s like Michael Jordan; he
just jumps higher than the other Democrats
now. The natural order of things will reassert
itself, and we Republicans will rule America
again.’’
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I want you to understand that I’m glad I
had the chance to serve, but I could give
the best speech in the world and if the ideas
were wrong or if there were no implementa-
tion, we would no have been able to turn
the country around. And I want you to under-
stand that very little of what I did could have
been done if I hadn’t had the Vice President
I did, who knew a lot more than I did when
we started about a lot of the things we had
to work on; if I hadn’t had people like Bill
Daley and his great predecessor, Ron Brown,
and a lot of other people helping us; if I
hadn’t had allies like Tony Hall in the Con-
gress. And I say that to make this point: To-
morrow when they ask you why you were
here, I hope you will say, ‘‘Because I like
the ideas they had and they worked for
America. And I’m not just supporting Bill
Clinton; I’m supporting what we all believe.’’
And we have the proof now. We no longer
have to debate these things; we now have
evidence.

The second thing that I’d like you to think
about is, we now are in a great hazardous
period. We human beings are all inherently
weak in some way or another, and sometimes
the worst thing in the world for us is the
illusion that everything is perfect and can’t
go bad. And so we have all this prosperity
now, and I would argue that’s a hazardous
time, because prosperity and security can
lead people to arrogance and shortsighted-
ness if they’re not careful. I used to carry
around with me when I was a Governor 10
little written rules of politics, and one of
them was, ‘‘You’re always most vulnerable
when you think you’re invulnerable.’’

And so I say to you, we have this huge
surplus. We had a $290 billion deficit when
I took office. We’ve got almost a $100 billion
surplus this year. We have projected sur-
pluses for a long time to come. The big ques-
tion now is, what are we going to do with
our prosperity? We’ve got the country work-
ing again; now what are we going to do? And
there’s this big debate going on in Wash-
ington. The Republicans basically say, ‘‘Okay,
we’ll agree with the President. We’ll save the
Social Security tax surplus for Social Security,
and we’ll use that to pay the debt down.’’
And I want to give them that, and I appre-
ciate the fact that they’ve agreed with me

today; they’ve agreed to pay it down some.
‘‘But we want to give the whole rest of the
surplus to a tax cut.’’

We say, even though we’re in an election
season already, that’s a mistake, because if
you look at the real, long-term challenges of
America, you can’t honestly say we can afford
a tax cut that big. What are those challenges?
Let me just mention a few. One is the aging
of America. The number of people over 65
in this country will double in 30 years; I hope
to be one of them.

Anybody in America who lives to be 65
today has a life expectancy of 82. A child born
in America today has a life expectancy of
nearly 77 years. Within 3 years, we will finish
the decoding of the human gene, and young
mothers who take their babies home from
the hospital will have a roadmap that will tell
them—you have a fine, healthy young boy,
but his genetic makeup makes him highly
likely to develop heart disease in his thirties
or forties. Therefore, you should do these
things. Your daughter is beautiful, but she
has a gene which predisposes her to breast
cancer at an early age. Therefore, you should
do these things.

It is not inconceivable that within a dec-
ade, the average life expectancy of newborns
will be over 80—and keep in mind, that takes
accounts of all the accidents and the diseases
and everything that can happen to people.
It is at our peril, therefore, that we pass up
the chance to stabilize Social Security and
Medicare and to reform Medicare so that it
fits the needs of modern medicine with a pre-
scription drug benefit and getting much
more of our seniors to take preventive tests
for everything from osteoporosis to cancer,
because we can avoid a lot of the expensive
medical bills if we prevent things from hap-
pening in the first place.

So I think we ought to not only set aside
a substantial amount of the surplus for Social
Security, but also for Medicare, and that we
should take the interest reduction when we
pay down the debt—that means less interest,
right? I think we ought to take all the interest
savings and put it into Social Security so we
can run the life of the Social Security Trust
Fund out for more than 50 years. Right now,
Medicare is projected to go broke in 2015,
Social Security in 2034. Under my plan, we
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could take Medicare out for more than 25
years; we could take Social Security out for
more than 50 years.

The second thing we have to think about
is how to keep the economy going. You know,
I’m sure you’ve all noticed, particularly those
of you in business, the last 2 months, there’s
been this real debate about whether the Fed-
eral Reserve should raise interest rates to try
to head off inflation that is not at all in evi-
dence now, because nobody can imagine that
we’ve had this economy growing this long in
peacetime at this high rate.

Bill Daley and I kind of like it. It’s our
job. But people say, ‘‘Well, you know, you
haven’t’’—they say, ‘‘You know, Clinton may
have a good team, but they didn’t repeal the
laws of economics, so I mean, don’t we have
to raise interest rates, slow the economy
down to stop inflation, because if we have
inflation, then we’ll have a huge increase in
interest rates and the thing will crater.’’ And
you’ve been seeing all this debate.

So I ask myself all the time: What can we
do to keep the economy going, to minimize
the effect of the next slowdown, to ensure
that the next pickup will be quicker? And
I have two things that I think are quite im-
portant that are inconsistent with the Repub-
lican plan.

One is, I don’t want to just pay down the
debt. I want to pay it off. And under my plan,
we’ll be out of debt in 15 years for the first
time since 1835. Now, why does that matter,
and why would the more liberal of the two
parties be for it? How does that help ordinary
people? How does it help wealthy people?
Why is it worth more to you than a tax cut?
Why? Because in a global economy where
money moves around in the flash of an eye
all over the world, if we’re out of debt, what
does that mean?

It means interest rates will be lower for
business; it means there will be more busi-
ness investment; it means there will be more
people hired for jobs; it means there will be
more money available for wage increases and
for ordinary middle class people or people
struggling to work their way into the middle
class; it means the interest rates they pay on
homes, cars, credit cards, and college loans
will be lower. It means the next time there
are a lot of problems around the world like

this financial crisis in Asia a couple of years
ago, that our friends around the world will
be able to get the money they need to get
back on their feet at lower interest rates. It
means—God forbid—if we have another ter-
rible economic crisis in America sometime
in the future and we have to go into debt,
we’ll be able to get lower interest rates, and
then we’ll be able to get out of debt again
in a hurry because we won’t be borrowing
money just to pay the bills every week, as
we have been since 1835—and especially for
the 12 years before I took office.

So this is a huge deal. The other big thing
we can do to keep the economy growing
without inflation is to bring economic oppor-
tunity to the people in the neighborhoods,
the inner-city neighborhoods, the small
towns, the rural areas, and the Indian res-
ervations that haven’t felt a lick of prosperity
in spite of all we’ve enjoyed. And that’s why
I took that trip across America to Appalachia,
to the Mississippi Delta, to the Indian res-
ervation, and to the inner cities to highlight
the fact that as well as we are doing, there
are still places that haven’t felt the sunlight
of our prosperity.

And I have asked the Congress to pass a
tax cut that is affordable, that includes giving
people in this room who have money the
same financial incentives through tax credits
and Government loan guarantees to invest
in an Indian reservation or in Appalachia or
the Mississippi Delta or the inner city that
we give you today to invest in the Caribbean,
in Africa, in Latin America, or in Asia. I don’t
want to take away those incentives. I want
to help those people, too. But I think we
ought to have the same incentive to give poor
people in America a chance to be part of
the economic mainstream. And that’s what
I think we ought to do.

And let me just mention two other things.
We have made great improvements in edu-
cation. With tax cuts already provided, we’ve
given tax credits to everybody, practically, for
the first 2 years of college and, indeed, for
the next 2, and for graduate school. But we
still don’t have the best school system in the
world for everybody, and until we have
world-class education for everybody, this
country is going to be held back. And as
we’ve grown more diverse and more and
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